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The facts about Mrs. Eaton are approximately these: She was the daughter, a beautiful woman, of one William O'Neal, who kept a tavern in Washington where public men, and especially members of Congress, boarded. She married a man named Timberlake, who became a purser in the navy, and committed suicide on one of his voyages in the Mediterranean. In 1818, when Mr. Eaton was first elected to the Senate, he went to board at the O'Neal tavern, where Timberlake and his wife were living. General Jackson had, when he was a Major General in the United States Army, on his visits to Washington, boarded there, and, in 1823, when he was elected to the Senate, Mr. Eaton being still there, and being his intimate and dear friend, he went to the O'Neal tavern to board. His long acquaintance with the family in the relation of a boarder brought about just what frequently comes between such a man as Jackson and people who are not socially on equal terms, as the world understands it; so that when he became President he often, for rest and recreation, visited the family, and indeed they were pretty much the only family he did visit.
In 1824 and 1825, when Mrs. Jackson was there with him, she became much attached to Mrs. O'Neal and Peggy, as she was called. In 1827, Mrs. Timberlake being now a widow with two children, Mr. Eaton asked General Jackson's advice about marrying Mrs. Timberlake, at the same time telling him that there had been talk about Mrs. Timberlake, but assured him it was without truth. General Jackson had confidence in Mr. Eaton as a man of high character in every respect. He himself was a high Mason; Mr. Eaton was a Mason; the old man O'Neal was a Mason, and Mr. Timberlake was a Mason, so that General Jackson at once made tip his mind that it was without foundation, and said to Mr. Eaton if he loved the woman to marry her, and that the marriage would disprove the calumny. So a few weeks before the President was inaugurated they wereain the eag
